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the fallen angel and the tempter. Satan has Milton's
own pride. Outcast though he is, he is almost a noble
figure, and our sympathies are with him, as it is clear
that Milton's were, throughout his fallfromHeaven,his
misery in Hell, and his adventures on Earth, when he
comes to tempt Adam and Eve to eat the forbidden fruit.
There are several reasons for Satan's hold upon our
interest, of which the chief is that he was about the
only character with whom Milton had a free hand.
The characters of the Messiah and God the Father
would naturally overawe a believer. He would be
conscious all the time of the awful responsibility of
putting words into their mouths which might be un-
suitable or irreverent. With the enemy of mankind,
however, Milton was at no such disadvantage. Adam,
and Eve, " our general Mother," are hardly characters
at all. They are generalities, abstractions. They speak
ceremonially for mankind. But Satan could be the
mouthpiece of doubt, rebellion, and intellectual
pride. His meditations are among Milton's finest pas-
sages. He is gazing at the sun, just before he reaches
Eden.

0 thou, that, with surpassing glory crowned,
Loosest from thy sole dominion like the god
Of this new world; at whose sight all the stars
Hide their diminished heads ; to thee I call,
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name,

0 sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy learns,

That bring to my remembrance from what state

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere;
Till pride and worse ambition threw me down,
Warring in heaven against heavens matchless King. ,.